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AHCT Newsletter

January 2006
Dear AHCT Colleague:

New Year’s greetings from the officers and board of AHCT.   In this newsletter you will find information about AHCT’s Golden Age Theater Symposium in El Paso, March 2-4, 2006, a list of the performances of Golden Age plays at the Chamizal National Memorial’s 2006 Siglo de Oro Drama Festival which coincide with the symposium, and other AHCT notes.  Please remember to check the mailing label on this newsletter for your dues status.  Information on annual dues and membership renewal and conference registration appears on the forms enclosed with this newsletter.  

The AHCT, Spanish Golden Age Theater Symposium, El Paso, TX, March 2-4, 2006.    

Conference highlights:   *John J. Allen, Professor of Spanish Emeritus at the University of Kentucky, will give the Donald T. Dietz Keynote Address.  He will speak on: "The World of the Comedia: Playhouses, Audiences, Performance, Actors, Economics."   *A second plenary session will feature a roundtable discussion titled, "Where We Go from Here: New Directions in Comedia Studies," which will include Catherine Connor, Professor of Spanish at the University of Vermont; James Parr, Professor Spanish at the University of California, Riverside; and Teresa S. Soufas, Professor of Spanish and Dean of the Faculty of Liberal Arts and Sciences at Tulane University.  * Nena Couch, Professor of Theatre and Dance at The Ohio State University and Curator of the Lawrence and Lee Theatre Research Institute, will conduct a workshop on court and theater dances of the seventeenth century.

The program will also include a full slate of scholarly papers by AHCT members.  In addition, as a sequel to last year's dramatic reading of El retablo de las maravillas, there will be a reading of another of Cervantes's entremeses.  Those interested in participating are asked to contact the director, Dr. Frank Ramírez, of the University of California, Santa Cruz, at: paco@cats.ucsc.edu. As in past years, the symposium coincides with the Chamizal Memorial’s Siglo de Oro Drama Festival; a tentative schedule of performances appears below. 

Hotel Reservations:  The 2006 conference will be held at the Camino Real Hotel in El Paso, Texas.  Sessions begin Thursday morning, March 2, and end Saturday afternoon, March 4.  Hotel reservations may be made by phone at 1-800-769-4300 or 1-915-534-3099, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (MST).  The deadline for reservations at the conference room rate is January 30, 2006.  Participants must mention the AHCT Conference (Association for Hispanic Classical Theater) and request the group rate of $89  (plus tax) for a single or double room. There will be a $15 charge per night  (plus tax) for the use of a rollaway bed or for an extra party.  The conference rate applies Tuesday, February 28 to Saturday, March 4, 2006.

Conference Registration:   The registration fee includes conference attendance, the AHCT Annual Banquet in the Dome Room in the Camino Real, transportation to and from the Chamizal National Memorial each evening for the Siglo de Oro Spanish Drama Festival, coffee and refreshments during the conference, and refreshments in the Hospitality Room after the theater performances.   You must be a member of AHCT to register for the conference.  If you are not currently a member, please send membership dues of $30 (or $20 for retired members & students), along with your conference registration fee.   Members also receive the Association’s journal, Comedia Performance, issued annually.

To register for the conference, send your name, affiliation, address, telephone, and e-mail address, with a check for $90 or the appropriate credit card information to:  Professor Anita K. Stoll, First Vice-President, AHCT, 2081 Lamberton Road, Cleveland Heights, OH 44118  (e-mail: <a.stoll@csuohio.edu>).   Please note: there is a special registration fee of $30 for graduate students who attend the conference as auditors. This fee includes all the events and services mentioned above, except the AHCT banquet. Student auditors may also attend the banquet by paying an additional $15 at the time of registration. Please send registration and membership dues by February 10, 2006; there will be a late fee of an additional $10 for registration after that date.  (Please use the enclosed forms for payment of conference registration and membership dues.)
Call for Volunteers: AHCT provides transportation to Chamizal’s Siglo de Oro Festival for conference participants.  Volunteers are needed to drive vans from the hotel to the Chamizal National Memorial beginning Wednesday, March 1, 2006.  The conference registration fee will be waived for van drivers.  Please contact Conference Director, Angel Sánchez (see below) for further information and to volunteer.

Officers & Board Meetings, Wednesday, March 1:  Officers will meet at 9:00 a.m., and the Board will meet at 1:30 p.m., in the Camino Real Hotel.

Conference Up-Dates:  The Symposium program will be available in February.  For this and other conference information and up-dates, please check the AHCT symposium web page at <http://personal.denison.edu/~garcia/Prog2006.html>.   For additional questions about the conference, please contact the AHCT Conference Director, Professor Angel Sánchez, Arizona State University, Department of Languages and Literatures, PO Box 870202, Tempe, AZ 85287-0202.  Tel. (480) 965-4576, Hm. (480) 786-4633.  E-mail: <angel.sanchez@asu.edu>.  

***

The Chamizal National Memorial’s Siglo de Oro Drama Festival:  The following performances coincide with the AHCT Symposium.  

Wednesday, March 1: Céfalo y Pocris, by Calderón de la Barca.  Compañia Puerta de Menelía, Tepepan 

Xochimilco, México, DF.

Thursday, March 2: El astrólogo fingido, by Calderón de la Barca. Grupo de Creación e Investigación

 Teatro del Valle, Cali, Colombia.

Friday, March 3: La dama duende, by Calderón de la Barca.  Teatro Gayumba, Santo Domingo, 

República Dominicana.
Saturday, March 4: Don Juan, The Trickster of Seville, by Tirso de Molina (English translation by Dakin 

Matthews).  Andak Stage  Company,  North Hollywood, CA.
Sunday, March 5:   A performance of a Golden Age Comedia is intended for this night.  Details “ TBA.” 

***

Additional Notes:

From the Committee for Productions in Translation (From Committee Chair, Susan Paun de García):

 1.  It is with great pleasure that we announce the decision of the Association for Hispanic Classical Theater to award the Walker Reid Award and the Franklin G. Smith Award for 2006 to the Andak Theatrical Services and to Dakin Matthews, respectively.  The Walker Reid Award takes the form of a subvention to a theater company undertaking to perform a Golden Age play in English at the annual Chamizal Festival in El Paso, Texas. The Franklin G. Smith Award is made to the translator of a Spanish Golden Age play whose play script is submitted for consideration for the award and is chosen for performance at the annual Chamizal festival in El Paso, Texas.  These awards will support the Andak Theatrical Services’ production of Don Juan, The Trickster of Seville at the 2006 Chamizal Festival and recognize the excellence of Matthews’ translation of Tirso's El burlador de Sevilla.  These awards are made possible through the generosity of the Program for Cultural Cooperation between Spanish Ministry of Education, Culture and Sports and United States Universities.  The performance is scheduled for Saturday, March 4, 2005 at the Chamizal National Memorial Theater.

2.  The Translation Committee would be grateful for any information you could pass along regarding performances of comedias in English—that you have seen personally or that you have heard about.   Important for us to know is the title, name of translator, place, date, director, etc.  If you can send a playbill (or a copy), that would be preferred.  We will scan the playbill and return it to you if you wish.  We would also welcome any information about past performances of comedias in English in recent years.  Information should be sent to Susan Paun de García, Department of Modern Languages, Denison University, Granville, OH 43023.  (SpdeG)
AHCT Web Page:  After many years of generous service as AHCT Webmaster, Matthew Stroud has chosen to step down from this role.  Matthew is Professor of Spanish at Trinity University and a founding member of AHCT.  The officers, the board, and the entire membership express our sincere thanks and deep appreciation to Matt for his contributions in this and other roles with the Association over the years.  Laura Vidler, Assistant Professor of Spanish at the US Military Academy, has taken on the position.   Our thanks also to Laura for accepting this important task.   The URL for the AHCT web page remains as it was: (http;//www.comedias.org).  

To Order Recordings from the AHCT Video Library:  Webmaster Laura Vidler notes the creation of a new e-mail address for ordering videotapes and CDs from the AHCT Video Library: video@comedias.org.  She requests that members use this address from now on.  Additional information about the Video Library, including a catalog of holdings, is available on the AHCT web page (http://www.comedias.org). 

Personnel Changes at Chamizal:  Mr. Richard Harris has recently assumed the position of Superintendent at the Chamizal National Memorial.  AHCT members may look for opportunities to welcome him and to reaffirm our long-standing collaboration with the Chamizal and our support for the Siglo de Oro Drama Festival.  Thanks also to Ms. Cristina Rosales and Mr. Paul Roney for taking on the organization of this year’s Festival.  

***

Donations to AHCT:  Donations in support of any of AHCT’s projects and activities are deeply appreciated. To contribute, simply send a check or credit card information to:  AHCT, Department of Spanish & Portuguese, Georgetown University, Box 571039, Washington, DC 20057.  
***
Cordially and with very best wishes for the New Year, 

Robert M. Johnston, Recording Secretary

Modern Languages, Box 6004

Northern Arizona University

Flagstaff, AZ 86011-6004

<robert.johnston@nau.edu>
